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Legal education should aim at promoting „Justice‟ - The idea of Bar Council of India was to make the 
study of law as prestigious and attractive as technological and management studies - What is legal 
education doing for social justice? - The law schools of this country are confronted with the great task of 
infusing into our legal system - We have been discussing what our law needs - Legal education as a 
science which imparts to students‟ knowledge of certain principles and provisions of law - Profession of 
law is a noble calling and the members of the legal profession occupies a very high position - legal 
education should not only produce attorneys but should be observed as a legal tool for social proposal – 
The aims of legal education may be multi-fold in a developing democratic country like India - Legal 
education is a broad concept - Legal education is influenced by a multitude of factors. - The function of 
the Bar Council of India as rules on standards of Legal Education. Legal education institutions engage in 
field of legal education and strive to improve the quality of legal education in India. There are many 
challenges and issues surrounding legal education. 
Keywords: Legal Education, History & Development, Aims & Objectives, Rules and standards, New 
Challenges. 
Introduction 
Legal education should aim at promoting 'Justice' rather than just resolve disputes & improve relationship. 
The education of law in order to be meaningful has to be framework of social certainties. In the era of 
specialization, it is fruitful to concentrate on a career right after twelfth and the five-year course provides 
ample time to build a sound background in the subject and develop professionalism. The period of five-
year is sufficient for a law school to equip their students with professional-skills as per the market (social) 
demands. The five-year law course was introduced in 1984 to interest brilliant students into the river of 
legal educations. Bar Council of India, with the support of Govt. of Karnataka, started the National Law 
School of India University, at Bangalore in 1987 as centre of excellence. The idea of Bar Council of India 
was to make the study of law as prestigious and attractive as technological and management studies in the 
IITs & IIMs, which are India's premier institutes. 
History and development of Legal Education 
The question - what is legal education doing for social justice, brings us quickly to the fundamental 
inquiry: How is our common law system working as a social instrument? We can state the answer to that 
question at once, and at the same time, state the thesis of this discussion. Our Anglo-American common 
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law system, with its primary principle of evolution through decisions, and its secondary principle of cure 
and mutation through statute.
1
 
This is inherently capable of coordinating itself with the people's life vigorously and efficiently. So, it has 
abortive us at vital points as a social instrument, under present conditions; and under the political and 
economic developments which untruth fast of us. It must fail us still more, unless it can be clarified and 
fused with the aspirations of the people. 
The bar of to-day is incapable of bringing this about. Legal education has not, up to now, taken 
cognizance of the failures of the law as a public agency; but it must now face them as facts. 
The legal institutions of this nation are challenged with the great task of permeating into our legal system 
that element of openness to the evolution of thought under changing environments which alone can make 
it fulfill its proper function as a tool of justice. But this theory carries no suggestion of despair; because 
legal education, under a uncommon pre-eminent leaders, is beginning to see its problem. In mastering it, 
however, it will need large support in the first instance from the universities, and finally, from a public 
which shall be made to understand the vastness of the issue at stake. 
While thinking of to-day‟s problems, we have been discussing what our law needs. Ahead of us are 
problems still more crucial and complex; their legal solutions may per-haps be neither individualistic nor 
collectivistic, but they must be applications of a public policy scientifically conceived. The questions of 
centralization and co-operation alone, together with the further advances in science, will overturn many 
established standards of thought, and will call for our every power of vision and adjustment. Our legal 
house must be in order. The public and the university administrators should urge the leaders in legal 
education to work out their new system with as little delay as may be consistent with soundness, and 
should then stand ready to support it.
2
 
Heretofore the law schools have been mainly the recorders and systematisers of the law. Let them not fear 
to enter a larger field. Let them define and promulgate principles for the status of the legal precedent, and 
for the policy and technique of legislation. Let them, as a combined group of constructive thinkers, 
formulate and propound to the bar and to the legislature‟s statutory reforms of procedure and of evidence. 
The sociological, scientific method develop, through their graduate students at the bar and on the bench, 
the originators of a common law system capable of developing in quicker responsiveness to shifting 
conditions and changing standards. Here they have a far greater task and opportunity than had the great 
codifiers or clarifiers of legal principle, the Babylonian lawyers of Hammurabi, or the advocates and 
teachers of Justinian; for they are called upon now, not to crystallize or to formulate law, but to instill into 
it the active germ of a conscious, creative evolution. It is a great ideal, and it may not be wholly 
attainable; but in the light of it, the American law school, without prejudicing its immediate function as a 
professional school, can become a mighty agent of progress the law commission of India defines „Legal 
education as a science which imparts to students‟ knowledge of certain principles and provisions of law to 
enable them to enter the legal professional Law, legal education and development have become inter-
related concepts in modern developing countries. 
                                                          
1 Brief History of Law in India: http://www.barcouncilofindia.org/about/about-the-legal-profession/legal-education-in-the-united-kingdom/ 
visited on 26.06.2021 
2 social justice and legal education: https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/03069400.2018.1539324?journalCode=ralt20 visited on 
27.06.2021 
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The main function of the legal education is to produce lawyers with social vision. Nevertheless, in current 
times legal study should not only produce advocates, it should be viewed as a legal tool for social design. 
According to Justice Krishna Iyer, „Legal profession is a noble profession and the members of the Legal 
profession occupy a very high position.‟ Law is the basis of every society and it grows abiding citizens, 
lawyers, academicians and aspiring judges. Legal education in India refers to education of lawyers before 
their entry into practice.  
In history talking, study of law traces back to ancient time, where the Rajas and Kunvars were given 
traditions about Dharma and Nyaya. Then the concept of legal representatives (pleaders) came into 
presence during Mughal decade. 
Legal education was in existence even before Indian independence as many of our freedom fighters are 
from legal background. Nevertheless it increased its significance only in post-independence time. Law 
courses are offered for a term of three years in some traditional universities but it can be pursued only 
after getting a degree. 
About the five-years law courses and institution of National Law University at Gujarat have made study 
of law quite prevalent in twenty first century.  
At present, there were about 21 national law universities in India and about 1200 law colleges including 
public and private universities. This paper related with the role of bar council of India regulate the legal 
education in India. 
Aims of Legal Education
3
 
Study of law should not only make advocates but should be observed as a legal tool for social design.  
The main aims of legal education are as follows: 
1. To train students for legal profession; 
2. To educate the students to solve the individual client‟s problems as well as to solve the society‟s 
problems in which he lives; 
3. To provide a centre where scholars might contribute to understanding of law and participate in 
their growth and improvement; 
4. To inculcate students with operative legal rules and to provide them adequate experience to 
apply these rules; 
5. To point the right road for future development. 
Therefore, Study of law would aim at giving skills and capability, for formation and preservation of just 
society at large. 
Objectives of legal education
4
 
The objectives of legal education may be multi-fold in a developing democratic country like India. They 
are, 
1. To develop perceptions and to understand the problems of society and to influence values and 
attitudes. 
2. To generate different kinds of skills and knowledge needed for tasks in society. 
3. To broaden opportunity and mobility in society- notably among groups who may have been 
deprived. 
                                                          
3 BCI Rules Part-V: http://103.25.172.19/bar-council/part5.php visited on 27.06.2021 
4
 Ibid. 
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4. To develop research of value to education and society with use of educational facilities. 
 
Importance of legal education
5
 
According to BCI Rules Part-V Legal education is a broad concept. It includes the profession which is 
practiced in court of law, law teaching, law research and administration in different branches where law 
plays a pivotal role. It injects a sense of equality before law. 
The standard of bar and bench is the reflection of the quality and standard of the legal education acquired 
at the law school. Knowledge of law increases, if one understands the affairs of the state. The importance 
of legal education cannot be over- emphasized in a democratic society. It is necessary duty of everyone to 
know the law. Ignorance of law cannot be excused. Therefore, Study of law not only produces competent 
advocates but also creates law enduring peoples with human moral values and rights as well as duties. 
Factors that influence legal education in India 
Legal education is influenced by a multitude of factors. They are as follows: 
1. Governmental policy 
2. Bar council of India 
3. University Grants Commission 
4. Affiliating universities 
5. Private governing body of law colleges 
6. National litigation policy 
7. Developments in legal profession 
8. Developments in the legal system 
9. The kind of students who enrolled 
10. The caliber and commitment of the faculty 
11. Technological advancements 
12. The developments in other fields of education 
13. The changes in the society 
Rules for Legal Education by BCI
6
 
(Rules on Standards of Legal Education and Recognition of Degrees) 
The function of the Bar Council of India as „to promote legal education and to lay down standards of such 
education in consultation with the Universities in India imparting such education and the State Bar 
Councils‟. 
Rules on Standards of Legal Education
7
: 
A. Condition precedent  
1. Prior affiliation by the University  
B. Library & ICT facilities 
1. Adequate library facilities: AIR manual, Central Acts, Local Acts, Criminal Law Journal, AIR, 
SCC, Company Cases 
                                                          
5 Legal Education In India: https://www.legalserviceindia.com/legal/article-76-legal-education-in-india.html visited on 27.06.2021 
6
 Rules for Legal Education by BCI: http://www.barcouncilofindia.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Draft-Rules-of-Legal-Education-2019-
1.pdf  
7 Rules on Standards of Legal Education, 2019: http://www.barcouncilofindia.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Draft-Rules-of-Legal-
Education-2019-1.pdf visited on 27.06.2021 
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2. Subscription to online database 
3. At least 10 Internet access points with desktop facilities 
4. Reading room & Qualified library staff 
5. Drinking water and rest room facilities shall be available in library premises 
6. Library shall have adequate reading space for at least 25% of enrolled students.  
C. University Autonomy & Courses. 
1. Universities are free to design their academic programs. 
2. However, courses stipulated under BCI Education Rules, 2019 are mandatory. 
D. Classroom  
1. The maximum intake in each section the class is 60 students 
2. For an intake of 60 students in each section, a classroom size of (30X50 = 1500) sq. ft. is 
necessary. 
3. Special classrooms and tutorial classroom shall have space of at least 20 sq. ft. per student  
E. Faculty Qualification 
1. Full-time members of the faculty shall possess at least Master of Laws (LL.M) degree or as 
prescribed by the UGC. 
2. Members of the faculty teaching clinical program may be drawn from retired judicial officers or 
from the Bar 
3. Visiting faculty from the profession, judiciary or academia shall have a minimum experience of 
10 years. 
4. There shall be sufficient number of full-time members of the faculty who shall be, if necessary, 
supported by part-time and visiting faculty. 
5. Members of the faculty shall be paid according to UGC pay scales. 
6. Faculty workstation shall be at least 100 sq. ft per workstation.  
 F. Infrastructure 
1. Clear title to land and buildings. 
2. Land shall be adequate to house academic buildings, library, indoor and outdoor sports facilities 
and, if applicable, halls of residence for male and female students separately. 
3. Academic building shall provide separate classrooms for each section sufficient to accommodate 
sixty students and other rooms for the purposes of tutorial work, moot court, students‟ common 
room and library. 
4. Separate restrooms for male/female – 10 units per 100 students. 
5. Minimum capital fund of Rupees 10 lakhs. 
6. Dedicated academic building 
7. Adequate facilities for indoor and outdoor games  
G. Laboratory 
1. Institutions running integrated law programs shall have adequate library facilities for science, 
engineering and technology courses if courses are offered in the stream. 
H. Legal Aid 
1. Each institution shall establish and run a legal aid clinic under the supervision of a senior faculty 
member. 
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I. Head of the Institution 
1. Principal/Head/Dean shall have minimum qualifications as prescribed by the UGC. 
Here are few sections of the BCI Rules of Legal Education 2019 which are often over looked and not used 
in practice by the universities.  
a. Section 2(xiv) of the Bar Council of India‟s Rules of Legal Education 2008 “Lateral Entry” 
which is an admission given to graduate applicants at the beginning of third year in an integrated 
Five-year Course. 
b. Section 2 (xv) of the same act talks about “Lateral Exit” means opting out at the end of three 
years after successfully completing the courses up to the third year, from an integrated 5 year 
course on being granted a Bachelor degree. 
Thus, they need to be implemented and the BCI being the authority needs to inspect the same which is 
laid down in the guidelines given for the Inspection of Universities Guidelines 2008. 
Legal education institutions 
There are private colleges and universities have to play an important role in discovering the changes in 
Study of law over the last decade. They engage in field of legal education and strive to improve the 
quality of legal education in India. 
Instead, National Law Schools as well as universities put importance on specialized education. Many law 
schools and universities have conferred overall with the lecture method of coaching and have in its place 
picked more interactive and innovative methods of education. Legal institutions in India have a 
multiplying culture of moot courts which has made Study of law for more practical and relevant than 
simply education the letter of law. The significance on co-curricular activities like Seminars, Workshops 
etc. has now become indivisible part of the course. Internships during the period of study are now a 
mandatory requirement. 
Conclusion: 
Legal education in India is going through a very exciting phase. Though India has the largest population 
of lawyers in the world, there is need for eminent lawyers. The opportunities for bright law graduates are 
massive and the new generation law schools have a major role to improve the standards of legal education 
in India. Later, the situation of legal education is becoming more and more focused as was proposed by 
the well-wishers of the legal vocation. 
• Challenges and issues surrounding legal education 
I. Moot courts 
Moot court experience is necessary to provide practical experience to law students. Limitations of 
participation in moot courts leave some people too far behind the curve. Numerous colleges don‟t have 
a directed system for observing their moot court teams. This may not make a lasting contribution to a 
student‟s life. Nowadays, the students are participating in international moot competitions. Thus, to 
train these students up to the level to compete with students in developed countries is a great challenge 
for law schools.  
II. Internship 
Internships are necessary before entering in any field. It benefits the student to improvement in 
experience and acquire proficient skills. While many lawyers want to contribute to the society by 
teaching and grooming the future lawyers, most of them are not willing to hire interns. This is because 
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most of the students lack basic formatting, research and presentation skills. A student without basic 
proficient skills and subject familiarity will be a drain to the legal consultant. Later, it is necessary to 
impart some basic skills in college, before setting out the students for internships. 
III. Technology 
Through the development of technology, the field of teaching has extremely changed. Use of 
technology, specifically in developing town colleges, is start to be trifling. Therefore, it is impacting 
the total excellence of legal education. The absence of use of advanced technology is one of the main 
challenges in Study of law in India.  It is important to use progressive tools and methods of teaching 
such as the use of advanced skills in MS Word, Excel, tools like Grammar, Google Keep, Google 
Calendar to schedule meetings and reminders. It will make it more interactive and interesting for 
students. 
IV. Lack of Researchers 
Another issue in the legal education in India is lack of researchers in law and absence of due emphasis 
on research and publications in the existing law schools. The absence of an intelligently vibrant 
atmosphere. Research can contribute meaningfully towards development in coaching and, more 
prominently, talking many challenges concerning to law and justice. If one is to look at the faculty of 
the world‟s top law schools, they will discover that there is great importance on research and 
publications amongst professors. But in India the research initiates in legal fraternity is not at par with 
other disciplines. 
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